Presentation and discussion of these case studies formed the basis of a plenary session that was in turn followed by four parallel workshop sessions on design and manufacturing issues, component materials issues, institutional and policy issues, and market factor issues. These were followed by a final session to crystallize the findings of the group and to discuss strategies on how to overcome barriers to commercialization. A small editorial committee met on three separate occasions following the workshop, and final discussions were held at two subsequent NMAB meetings. The authors of the report are the board members listed on pages v-vii.
It quickly became evident in the workshop that the factors impeding commercialization involve not only technical barriers but also legal/regulatory and economic barriers. Although the expertise of the members of the NMAB and invited guests was primarily in the technical arena, all barriers to commercialization were discussed. General strategies to overcome these barriers were synthesized, with the recommendation that they be further explored by other groups possessing a balance of current, detailed knowledge of all factors associated with these barriers. Follow-on studies could draw on these strategies as a starting point in formulating specific recommendations.
The NMAB hopes that the report and the strategies it presents will provide useful guidance to government, industry, and universities as they deal with this timely and important issue for the nation.
Any comments or suggestions that readers of this report wish to make can be sent via Internet electronic mail to nmab@nas.edu or by fax to NMAB at (202) 334-3718.
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